We usually define rheology as the study of deformation and flow of matter. However, our discipline is evolving at a rapid pace, and it is relevant to identify the trends and future of rheology. With this in mind, we invited a number of researchers in the early stages of their career to contribute a paper to a special issue of Rheologica Acta. We asked them to write an original contribution, which underwent the regular reviewing process, but the authors were able to comment a bit more on the reasons for doing their work and could be more speculative about the possible impact. We wanted to give these researchers, who are in the process of becoming the leaders in the field of rheology, a platform to present their work and share their ideas. We hope this will give us all a vision of the vibrant discipline of rheology. The choices of those individuals invited were made by us, as editors, and are in no way meant to be exhaustive.
to link high shear rheology and tribology (Clasen 2013) , along with novel setups for flow visualization (Chan and Mohraz 2013) as well as methods for active and passive microrheology which even enable on to get an insight into living cells (Shindel et al. 2013; Gal et al. 2013) .
The materials classes and topics also range broadly, from fundamentals in suspension mechanics (Khair and Star 2012; D'Avino 2013; van Deen et al. 2013) , over more complex materials such as mixtures of foams and pastes (Kogan et al. 2013) , to really complex materials such as cement formulations (Pasquino et al. 2013 ). In the area of polymeric systems, the applications discussed range from nonlinear viscoelasticity (Ewoldt and Bharadwaj 2013) over studies of flow-enhanced nucleation in polymers (Jolley and Graham 2012) and stimuli responsive hydrogels, either in extensional flow (Stadler et al. 2013) or at interfaces (Cohin et al. 2013) .
We thank the authors for their fine contributions to the journal and hope that this collection reflects the trends in rheology. We hope you will enjoy the contributions by researchers in the early stages of their career as much as we did.
